Dear Fellow Airman:

On behalf of your senior leadership of the Maryland Air National Guard, I would like to wish each and every one of you best wishes for the New Year and trust that you and your family had a wonderful holiday season.  As I’m sure you will agree, all of us have a great deal for which to be thankful, particularly in light of the tragic events of Sept. 11th.

And for those of you who have deployed in recent months, I also would like to offer my sincere congratulations for a job well done.  You and your colleagues continue to represent the best that Maryland has to offer.  

Last year, I unveiled for you through a similar email a study designed with one thing in mind - to ensure the future of fighters in the Maryland Air National Guard.  At that time, I committed to keep you up to date on the study’s progress, which you will recall could involve a move of portions of the Maryland Air National Guard to another location, possibly Andrews Air Force Base.  

As was the case this time last year, all options remain on the table and no decisions have been made.  The study group, comprised of representatives from both the Maryland and District of Columbia Air National Guard, continue to study any and all options.   Both the Adjutant General of Maryland and the Commanding General of the District of Columbia Air National Guard have been briefed on the current status of this study.

I’m quite certain that none of us will ever forget the horror of Sept. 11th.   Without a doubt, life as we know it has changed forever.  And undoubtedly, Sept. 11th will bring changes for the Air National Guard.  In fact, we’ve already seen several changes. Who would have thought that after the end of the Cold War, armed ANG fighters would be patrolling America’s skies?

Despite recent events, our study effort continues.  Now more than ever, I believe we have a special obligation to best position ourselves for the future in order to best serve our state and nation. We continue to examine all possible new missions and how best we as citizen airmen can continue to assist in providing for the security of our nation. In fact, as many of you may know, we were recently successful in establishing a first of its kind Information Operations Squadron at the National Security Agency.  But that didn’t happen overnight.  As was the case with the arrival of the C-130J, this new squadron began as a vision and only after years of hard work and dedication by a number of individuals did it become reality.

While the future of our airlift community is secure with the C-130J, it is the future of the  A-10 weapons system that now demands our attention.  The A-10, an immensely capable aircraft, has repeatedly demonstrated its worth in combat.  But as with anything else, it is a weapon system facing retirement.  The Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) contractor has just been named.  The JSF may or may not come on-line during my tenure.  That said, it remains incumbent upon the leadership in the Maryland Air National Guard to do all we can now so that we may be positioned appropriately for the future.  That means making sure, when offered, we are able to accept new missions and/or new aircraft.  Failure on our part to act now, is not an option.

Frankly, our alternatives are somewhat limited.  Unless significant improvements are made to Martin State Airport, we cannot accept the next generation of tactical fighter aircraft.  As a result, if the A-10 is to be replaced, we must examine other locations in Maryland that could accommodate 
the Warthog’s successor. 

I know that each one of you understand and appreciate the dynamic nature of the times within which we find ourselves. The Air National Guard as a whole will unquestionably be presented with new and unique challenges of increasing complexity.  The Maryland Air National Guard will no doubt be tasked to answer our nation's call in ways we have never seen before. But our history speaks for itself. We have - and always will - meet any challenge put before us.

In closing, you have my personal commitment that I will continue to update you as best I can on this evolving process. On behalf of your senior Maryland leadership team, thank all of you for all you do for our state and nation. Know that I consider it an honor and a privilege to serve with you. 

VR MG Bruce Tuxill

